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Nikolay Nikogosyan remembers Yervand Kochar
Full transcript
Editorial note. Recorded in the Moscow studio of Nikolay Bagratovich Nikogosyan. The transcript was checked against the recording by Vsevolod Khachatryan: Nikolay Bagratovich's speech is left as it was — he spoke Russian with a strong accent; editorial restorations and explanations are given in square brackets.
Nikolay Nikogosyan. [00:01] There is one thing I still want to say.
[00:08] Kochar said, “I want to see your [monument] to Nalbandian.”
[00:15] And when it was brought from Leningrad,
[00:22] well, they installed it there, at the cemetery [the Pantheon in Yerevan].
Vsevolod Khachatryan. [00:27] Yes.
Nikolay Nikogosyan. [00:28] Kochar came with your father. All sorts of people had gathered there. They were waiting to hear what Kochar would say.
[00:57] He looked and looked, embraced your father — and the two of them left.
Vsevolod Khachatryan. [01:04] And he said nothing [to Rudolf]?
Nikolay Nikogosyan. [01:07] Not a word!
[01:09] And the crowd stood there, waiting.
[01:12] I installed [the monument to] Nalbandian. The first [monument to] Nalbandian was mine!
Vsevolod Khachatryan. [01:16] Yes.
Nikolay Nikogosyan. [01:17] Tall, without a pedestal.
Vsevolod Khachatryan. [01:21] A full-length figure.
Nikolay Nikogosyan. [01:23] Have you seen it?
Vsevolod Khachatryan. [01:24] I have seen photographs of it.
[01:27] And afterwards, did you not ask him why he had said nothing?
Nikolay Nikogosyan. [01:33] They were drinking.
[01:35] I came in.
[01:36] “Ah, who is this coming?
[01:38] Here comes the brilliant Nikogosyan!
[01:40] He has brought us Nalbandian.”
[01:45] I said, “Then why, if I am so brilliant, as you say, did you say nothing the first time you saw it?”
[01:54] “Well, if I had said it was good, there were people there — they would have said I was flattering you.
[02:05] That is why I kept silent.”
Vsevolod Khachatryan. [02:11] But did you drink properly to it that day?
Nikolay Nikogosyan. [02:18] I was his pupil — his first pupil.
[02:22] And your father was always at his side.
Eteri Nikogosyan. [02:25] That would have been after the war, I suppose?
Vsevolod Khachatryan. [02:27] Well, there was the difference in age, of course.
Nikolay Nikogosyan. [02:29] Listen, this has to be seen.
[02:33] Absolutely.
[02:37] May I have a look at the photographs?
Ekaterina Khachatryan. [02:39] Of course.
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