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Editorial note. An excerpt from Nina Allahverdova’s interview with Rudolf Khachatryan at his Moscow studio, 2004. The machine transcript was checked against the recording and edited for the page by Vsevolod Khachatryan; the English text is translated from that Russian editorial version, not from the raw recognition.
Nina Allahverdova. [00:00] How old were you when you met the Master?
[00:05] Fifteen?
Rudolf Khachatryan. [00:07] About fifteen.
Nina Allahverdova. [00:08] Was that when you entered art school?
Rudolf Khachatryan. [00:09] I had already been expelled.
Nina Allahverdova. [00:10] So you had already been expelled?
Rudolf Khachatryan. [00:11] Yes.
[00:13] Well, I studied there for three months.
Nina Allahverdova. [00:15] So another path led you to him?
Rudolf Khachatryan. [00:17] Yes, it happened by chance.
[00:19] I used to make a great many sketches in the public garden.
[00:22] The old men would sit and talk, and I would suddenly notice…
[00:26] Young people were always coming up to see what I was doing.
[00:31] And then a very serious-looking man stood behind me, watching.
[00:34] I kept drawing and paid no attention.
[00:36] Suddenly he said to me in Armenian, ‘Listen, son, are you studying anywhere?’
[00:43] I replied, ‘No, I’ve already been expelled.’
[00:46] ‘Really? How fortunate that they expelled you.’
[00:49] It was astonishing.
[00:51] He said, ‘Now, today…’
[00:53] His studio was very close by.
[00:55] ‘Do you see that door?’
[00:56] I said, ‘Yes.’
[00:57] ‘At seven o’clock today, bring me everything you have.’
[01:01] From that day on, we became great friends.
[01:05] It was not so much that he taught me to draw — the important thing was being in his company.
[01:08] I felt that I was in the company of a man of genius.
[01:12] This is what I had, and I can say it with complete confidence:
[01:17] I associated with the most brilliant people in Armenia at that time.
[01:21] Kochar also introduced me to Papazian — a genius of the theatre.
[01:25] To all of them, really — the entire cultural elite who were still alive then.
[01:29] And I knew how to absorb what they had,
[01:33] to catch the very best from them.
[01:38] It was like an electric current, you know?
[01:41] I absorbed them.
[01:43] I absorbed Papazian,
[01:44] and I absorbed the others.
[01:46] That was my academy, my education.
[01:48] And I understood very well who had attained the greatest heights, where each person stood, and what each was worth.
[01:54] My inner judgment of them was very sound.
[01:58] They were very fond of me.
[02:01] Papazian even performed Othello for me once.
[02:05] He invited me in and performed Othello.
[02:07] And I still have the portrait sketches I made of him in his dressing room.
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